
This year, once again, the European Commission is hoping to bring together some  
of the brightest and most innovative young minds from across the world to participate 
in the Young Leaders Programme at the 2018 European Development Days (EDD 2018). 
The selected youth will have the opportunity to share their ideas with key development 
actors and be part of the great debates that take place at the EDD. 

The EDD 2018 will take place in Brussels on 5 and 6 June and will focus on gender 
equality and the empowerment and engagement of women and girls in sustainable 
development, with the overarching title ‘Women and Girls at the Forefront of Sustainable 
Development: protect, empower, invest’.

European Commission invites young leaders to engage in debate  
about gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls  
at European Development Days 2018, Brussels, 5-6 June 2018. 
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“The EDDs can change everything, 
especially if you personally use every 
door opened for you by EDD.  Being 
on a stage with the most influential and 
inspiring people in the world and an 
audience of several thousand listening to 
your words is an opportunity that young 
people don't get every day. It is one we 
keep fighting for though, and if the EDDs 
hold you on that stage and you nail it, use 
the momentum to inspire more than those 
thousand people.” 

Odessa Primus 
activist, Czech Republic

EDD Young Leaders 2017 gave me and  
15 other incredible young leaders a 
platform to represent the voices of young 
people in the international stage and to 
give our inputs in the decision-making 
process. The amazing group of young 
leaders created an ecosystem where all 
of us were able to learn from one another 
and as a result inspire one another. Being 
able to speak at a high-level panel gave 
young leaders an opportunity where 
young leaders could exchange their 
knowledge and expertise with older 
leaders which enabled me to learn and 
expand my horizons.”  

Suman Kumar,  
social entrepreneur, Nepal

"With more than half  
of the world's population 
today under the 
age of 30, I firmly 
believe that it's not 
just about building a 
better future for the 
younger generation. 
We need to build it 
with young people. 
The Young Leaders 
are armed with 
outstanding ideas and 
initiatives. They inject 
a fresh perspective 
into our discussions 
on the way we do 
development and 
I look forward to 
listening to them at the 
2018 EDD".
Neven Mimica
EU Commissioner for International 
Cooperation and Development

Calling for worldwide youth participation

EU Commissioner for International Cooperation and Development, Neven Mimica, 
has made it his mission to get the youth voices involved at the highest level of policy 
discussions: "With more than half of the world's population today under the age of 30,  
I firmly believe that it's not just about building a better future for the younger generation. 
We need to build it with young people. The Young Leaders are armed with outstanding 
ideas and initiatives. They inject a fresh perspective into our discussions on the way  
we do development and I look forward to listening to them at the 2018 EDD".

In the spirit of this year’s theme, gender equality and the empowerment and 
engagement of women and girls in sustainable development, 15 young people  
between the ages of 21 and 26 will be selected to represent their generation during  
the development sector’s European event of the year. Young leaders are selected 
based on their exceptional skills, past experience and passion toward the goals set forth 
by the European Commission. These young leaders will visit EU institutions, debate with 
development policy-makers and participate in a variety of workshops surrounding  
the topics and themes of this year’s European Development Days. 

The online application for the Young Leaders Programme will open on 29 January 
and remain open until 2 March.

Protecting and Investing in the world’s women

Participants will discuss how to empower women and girls so that they have more control 
over their lives, an improved access to quality education and skills, health and other 
services, to finances, economic activity and to decent employment, while amplifying the 
voices and participation in decision-making of girls and women across the globe. 

Since 2006, the EDD has brought together some of the most influential and committed 
actors working to promote sustainable development and solve the development 
challenges facing the world today. EDD 2018 aims to continue the global discussion 
and promote the policies and goals of the European Commission on international 
development. Special attention will be given to youth participation and exchanges of 
views among and with young leaders.

Applications for young leaders who are interested in taking part in this year’s forum will 
be available via the EDD official website.  

www.eudevdays.eu/young-leaders
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Note to editors

The European Development Days (EDD) showcase Europe’s commitment to building a 
sustainable and fairer world. The forum builds on the core belief that cooperation is key 
to achieve real change towards a poverty-free and sustainable world where everyone 
has the prospect for a decent life. An essential aim is thus to inspire the desire to work 
together in a spirit of true partnership through facilitating networking.

This year the EDD will take place in Brussels on 5 and 6 June 2018 and focus on the 
empowerment and engagement of women and girls in global sustainable development. 
The EDD 2018 will examine and discuss the goals of the 2030 Agenda and the EU’s 
commitment to gender equality. 

The EDD 2018 forum -- Women and Girls at the Forefront of Sustainable Development: 
protect, empower, invest -- will be structured around the three main themes: Physical 
and psychological integrity of women and girls, Socio-economic rights/empowerment 
of women and girls, Voice and participation for women and girls, and the 5 "Ps" of the 
2030 Agenda: People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace, Partnership. 

Everyone is given a voice in this open, collaborative and inclusive platform. Each year, 
the global development community is invited to contribute directly to the official EDD 
programme by proposing activities and sessions.

Each year, the forum attracts more than 6 000 participants from over 140 countries, 
representing 1 200 organisations from the development community. The forum fosters a 
true spirit of partnership with all development actors. Since its launch in 2006, the forum 
has been an incubator of new ideas to bring about real change towards a poverty-free, 
sustainable and fairer world, where everyone has the opportunity for a decent life.
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Ensuring the PHYSICAL AND 
PSYCHOLOGICAL INTEGRITY  
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Promoting ECONOMIC 
AND SOCIAL RIGHTS and 
Empowerment of Girls and 
Women
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Women’s VOICE AND 
PARTICIPATION 
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and Decision-making
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